Indigenizing the Academy Conference

May 3-4, 2018

As a BUFA member, | attended the Indigenizing the Academy conference, held at
the Membertou Trade and Convention Centre on May 3-4, 2018 (Sydney, Nova
Scotia). | arrived on May 3rd, attended the poster presentations and listened to the
keynote presentation “What Indigenizing the Academy Means; A Roundtable
Discussion.” | was quick to make connections and meet new scholars from other
institutions, including a fellow Indigenous colleague who | will now be collaborating
with on a book chapter dealing with the topic of institutional racism in the academe.
This was born from an experience of racism from a non-Indigenous scholar that we
encountered while at this conference (the details of which are too long to cover in
this short summary). Other than this incident, | took away other insights from this
conference; for instance, one speaker John Sylliboy spoke about the role of Elders
within community and higher learning, and the critical need for institutions of higher
learning to better integrate our Elders and knowledge carriers. More importantly,
having a council of Elders helps to increase resources, capacity and ability to
promote Indigenous knowledge systems in the academy. Further, | enjoyed the
breakout discussion circles; there | was able to listen and share what is happening
at our institution and learn from others.
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